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The Children of Light

Scripture reading: [saiah 9:2-7

Text: “For you were once darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Live as children of light
for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth” (Ephesians 5:8-9 NIV).

Dear Calvin Synod Congregations,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

/] Light and darkness are part
of our lives. Many times, we
identify light with good things
and darkness with bad things.
Light and darkness go throughout
the history of humanity and also
pervades the whole salvation plan
of God. God created light at the
very beginning of creation. Why? Because He is the
source of all light, in Him we received life. This life
is given to humankind in and through His Son, Jesus
Christ. Prophet Isaiah wrote exactly about this: “The
people walking in darkness have seen a great light...
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given” (Isaiah
9:2 and 6). The devil, however, who lives in darkness,
tries to destroy this grace and light, by any means,
which was given freely by God. He does everything
to make and force people to walk in darkness.

The Apostle Paul writes this in his letter to
the Ephesians: “For you were once darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth” (Ephesians 5:8-9). In
these verses, the contrast between living in darkness
and living in light are clearly drawn. Additionally,
Paul says that “you were once darkness.” Living in
darkness, on a spiritual way, means to live according
to the way of sin and wickedness. The person who
lives in darkness does not know and obey the will of
God. So, if someone lives in spiritual darkness, he
lives without Christ and His Spirit. The Apostle John
writes this at the beginning of his gospel: “[In Christ]
was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it... Light has come into the world, but
people loved darkness instead of light because their
deeds were evil” (John 1:4,5; 3:19).

The expression “being in darkness” is true to
this world. The devil does everything to keep people
in darkness by making them blind in the maze of
wealth, immorality, injustice, hatred, and power.
This is reality. Our human life is so fragile, wounded,
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and many times we experience its dark side. Is
there anything that outshines this darkness? Is there
anything that can bring light into our days and can
scatter the clouds of darkness around us?

The only answer to these questions is that
Jesus is the Light of the World! He is the only One
who scatters and outshines darkness. He is the only
One who alleviates suffering, and His glory begins to
shine. He came to us in order to bring His Light, the
Light of Life! Those who accept this Light the power
of darkness will be defeated in their lives. The reality
of sin and death will lose its power. Without Christ,
however, humans are unprotected in the midst of this
sin darkened world, but in Him we have the eternal
source of love and life.

Jesus is the only One who can save us from
the bondage, power, and control of darkness and
sin, if we believe in Him. In Him and through Him
God’s eternal love shines upon us. He is the only way
to the Father. He is the ultimate Word of God. He
conquered sin and death by His everlasting love. “On
those living in the land of deep darkness a light has
dawned” writes the Prophet Isaiah. In Christ we have
the God of Life, the source of Light with us! And He
will never leave us alone! Jesus says, “I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).
This 1s the miracle and secret of Christmas. Jesus is
the Light of your life and my life! You and I bring
the light of God into this sin darkened world.

However, if someone sees only a little baby
in the manger or an executed man on the cross then
he or she may have doubts in his or her heart or even
ask the question with disbelief or irony, “How could
he save us?” Only through the eyes of faith we can
see this Light. His story is not a woeful story, but we
need to understand, believe, and accept that it was the
fulfillment of the heavenly Father’s marvelous and
mysterious plan.

This marvelous and mysterious plan was
foretold by prophet Isaiah hundreds of years before the
Messiah’s birth: “For to us a child is born, to us a son
is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah
9:6). In Jesus Christ came to you and me the Light of
Christmas.

This Light is invincible, but can be rejected.
It is so sad that the world rejects its Lord and Savior
because it cannot abide in the presence of light. We
can keep ourselves away from the Light, eliminate
Him from our lives, turn our back on Him, and decide
to remain in the bond of darkness. But do not let it

happen now! Let your loving and merciful heavenly
Father, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to illumine
the invincible and victorious Light of Christmas in
your life. Let Him to bring the Light of Life into your
heart and let us carry this unquenchable Light into our
everyday lives, and as we carry the Light of Christ let
us also illumine the lives of others. Amen!

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

For you were once k11233,
but now you-areslightsin-the Lord.
Walk as children of light.

Ephesians 5:8

A Christmas Prayer

O God, who in days long past made covenant
with our forebears, and whose plan for our rescue
came to fruition in the child nestled in Mary’s arms,
we lift our hearts and minds to you in this holy season.

Most of us gather in cozy homes and safe
sanctuaries midst winter’s chill. We come freely to
worship without fear of opposition, aware that many
in our world must brave danger in order to express
their faith openly. Cause us not to take our privilege
for granted.

We remember that special, huddled couple,
poor in possessions, ousted from their home as
refugees, traveling three days on the verge of
childbirth, in order to heed the governor’s decree. And
we recall the oppressive climate for faith into which
the Hope of the world was born.

God of peace, we long for peace with justice
in this world. Seldom do we find this prize. In the
lands where Our Savior walked, conflict reigns. We
look for peace in the place of his birth, Bethlehem,
in Nazareth, where he grew to adulthood, in Bethany,
where he rested, in Damascus where he restored sight
to the blind, and in Jerusalem where he cleansed
the Temple, but we see only strife. In our world at
large, hostilities spread, refugees seek respite and
war increases. In our own beloved land, even civil

Continued on Page 4
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conversation proves difficult. As people of faith, we
dare not avert our eyes or hide our heads. So we pray,
“O Lord, how long?”

By your Spirit, spread the light of a surprising
joy in this sacred time. Let those who overanalyze feel
the earth move under their feet. May those who would
act with hostility, hesitate. Allow those who come on
crutches and in wheelchairs to get there first. Cause
those too proud to bowfeel their knees crumble. And
let someone who is too busy, suddenly, from a mall
balcony, hear a voice singing, “Joy to the world, the
Lord is come,” then stop, turn, and find You.

Merciful God, often we do not know what
best to pray. So by your Spirit, offer up the prayers we
most need to utter. Most of all, we wish to know Your
will and to walk in Your way.

Then grant each of us a “Merry Christmas”
and a “Happy New Year,” because we have discovered
your Incarnate Love in the One born among us. In this
time may we sense your Spirit going before us — a
bright shadow by day and a flaming torch by night.
All for your Name’s sake. Amen.

Rev. Dr. David B. Bowman

Congregational Sharings
Bishop’s Visit to Columbus, Ohio
The Hungarian Reformed Church of
Columbus, Ohio had an official visit by The Right
Reverend Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai, Bishop of the
Calvin Synod Conference of the United Church of

Christ, and his lovely wife Beata, on Sunday, August
25, 2024.

OOOOOOR
OO

Rev. Gabor G. Nitsch and Bishop Csaba Krasznai
give the Benediction

Rev. Géabor G. Nitsch, retired, supply
pastor, and his wife Ilona, along with the Columbus
congregation, welcomed the Bishop, who came to
discuss the future of the church, as Rev. Nitsch asked
to leave for two years to serve The Reformed Church
in Geszt, Békés County, Hungary. Rev. Nitsch led the
service, and Bishop Krasznai delivered the message
of God: “A Missional and Confessional Church”,
based on Philippians 2:12-18 and Titus 2:1-10.

Following the church service, we had
a traditional fellowship luncheon, with all the
participating church members. Following the
fellowship, we discussed with the leadership and all
members of the congregation present, the future of the
church, and the possibilities of having uninterrupted
worship services, while Rev. Nitsch and Ilona are

away.

F eliowship luneo? with the leaders and members

The congregation in Columbus has been
blessed by having the local Trinity Lutheran Seminary
at Capitol University having every year a seminarian
from Hungary, on a scholarship set up by the
Hungarian Lutheran Church in Cleveland. In the past
few years, under the leadership of Rev. Nitsch, the
congregation invited the last two student ministers to
serve as “legatus” in our congregation, and have been
blessed by their youthful message. We hope that the
future beneficiaries of that scholarship will provide
some needed support by serving in our congregation.

There is also Rev. Mary Ann Siefke, Director
of Congregational Engagement & Advancement at
Capital University’s Trinity Lutheran Seminary, in
Columbus, Ohio, who is always available to help out
whenever she can.

Of greatest help, is our own Rev. Jim Herr,
actually an active member of the Hungarian Cultural
Association of Columbus, a retired minister, who is
always happy to step up, when needed.

Columbus also feels blessed by the return
of Doug Meszéros, to our church, as a reactivated
member, and who, as a talented piano player, provides
beautiful, uplifting music for our worship experiences.
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Our congregation is small, peaceful and
faithful, and does everything in its power to keep
the church doors open, honoring its over 100 year
tradition in the Old Hungarian Village in Columbus. A
few years ago the parsonage was sold, thus providing
some monetary help to keep the church doors open for
the 9 to 12 faithful attendees. Lately we are blessed
by new Hungarian area residents’ regular support in
attendance. Soli Deo Gloria. Church members are
hopeful that after their two years abroad, Rev. Nitsch
and Ilona will return to continue their ministry in
Columbus.

Rev. Gabor Nitsch and Ilona retired at the
end of 2022 from Ligonier, PA, and moved to Cold
Spring, Kentucky, a suburb of Cincinnati, close
to their two sons and granddaughters. They drive
two hours every Sunday to Columbus, to have the
services, mostly in English. This year was the 50th
Anniversary of Rev. Nitsch’s serving our Hungarian
Reformed communities in North America, from
Miami to Carteret, Montreal, Dayton, and finally in
Ligonier, Pennsylvania, at our Hungarian Bethlen
Communities, a Nursing Home, Hungarian Retirement
Cottages, Museum and Archive Center.

This summer the Nitsch’s went home to
Hungary for dental tourism. They visited Ilona’s family
ancestral home, Geszt, where her family lived for over
250 years, which was renovated by a Foundation,
dedicated as a Museum, Conference, and Retreat
Center to be used by the Tiszantuli (Transtibiscian)
Reformed Church District in Hungary. As you know,
the Lord works in mysterious ways, and after two
services in the Tisza family’s ancestral church, (700
years old) and the local supply pastor’s resignation,
he was asked to come home and serve their small
congregation. Ilona was also offered a position, to
be the PR person in her family’s ancestral home, the
Tisza Castle. After a serious self-search and a few
sleepless nights, they accepted the challenge and the
call. After all, this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
and adventure for them, at this point in their life,
when they have been contemplating slowing down
and enjoying their retirement years.

It looks like the old saying that: “a Pastor
never can retire,” must be true!

Psalm 27:4 describes this so beautifully:

“One thing I have desired of the Lord,
That will I seek:

That I may dwell in the house of the Lord
All the days of my life,

To behold the beauty of the Lord,

And to inquire in His temple.”

If any of our readers visit Hungary in the
next two years, you are welcome to visit the historic
Tisza Castle in Geszt, a place that gave two of the
most prominent Prime Ministers to Hungary, Tisza
Kélman, and his son groéf Tisza Istvan. Rev Nitsch and
Ilona will be most happy to welcome you, and give
you a “grand tour” of this historic facility.

The Nitsch’s are looking forward to an exciting,
joy and faith-filled adventure, in the service of the
Lord, in Hungary. As it is written in 2 Corinthians
5:17: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation, old things have passed away, behold, all
things have become new.”

Rev. Gabor G. Nitsch and Ilona’s new address
will be:

5734 Geszt, Kossuth Lajos u. 3, Hungary

e-mail: gabornitsch@grof-tisza.org

Please feel free to contact us at any time.
God Bless us all, ‘till we meet again!

Rev. Gabor G. Nitsch

Leﬁgtb fighi: L;;rjy Latta, Ti reasurer,r Bi&hop Csaba
Krasznai, Bedta Krasznai, Ilona Nitsch, Rev. Gabor
G. Nitsch, and John S. Komives, Chief Elder

Bishop’s Visit at the Heritage Church
UCC, Davison, Mi

On September 1, 2024 Heritage UCC was
honored to have Bishop Csaba G. Krasznai and his
wife, Beata Krasznai visit our church. Along with
the Bishop and Beata we also had in attendance,
Reverend Zoltan Sutto and his wife, Beth. Not done
yet, we also had a lay minister, Jonathan Sadler and
his wife, Carrie.

Jonathan is at Heritage Church UCC twice a
month. He combined with our organist, Eileen Nagy
and played the piano.

Reverend Sutto has been very helpful in
guiding our church since the loss of our Pastor, James
Offrink over a year ago.

Continued on Page 6
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Lay Minister Jonathan Sadler welcomes the members
of the Davison church

I was pleased to report to Bishop Krasznai that
we have not missed a Sunday service since losing Rev.
James Offink, which I think says a lot about our church.

We are ever so thankful to Bishop Krasznai and
Reverend Sutto for their support to us. Without their
wisdom, guidance and support I’'m not sure we would
remain open.

Lefttoright: Lynette Walters, Treasurer, Patty Ahlstrom
Chief Elder, Lay Minister Jonathan Sadler, Carrie
Sadler, Bishop Csaba Krasznai, Beata Krasznai,

Rev. Zoltan S. Sutto, and Beth J. Sutto
We are a small congregation but will continue

to worship God with everyone’s help.
Blessings and Good Health to All!

Patty Ahlstrom

Secretary
Heritage Church UCC, Davison, MI

Members of the Heritage Church UCC, Davison, MI

The Hungarian Reformed Church of
Passaic, NJ is Closing

It is with deep sadness
that we inform you, the
members of the Calvin
Synod, of the passing of
the Passaic Hungarian
Reformed Church of New
Jersey after 129 years.
A final service was held

' on October 13, 2024,
with Rev. Stefan Torok
officiating. It was a solemn

e affair as in the passing of
} a family member. Rev.
Torok was asked by the consistory to conduct the
service as he had served as their administratorfor 3
years, being appointed by the Conference Council,
attending the monthly consistory meetings. He gave
them guidance as they went through the trials and
tribulations of a decrease in membership and financial
difficulties.

The church had been without a minister for
many years. Rev. Jozsef Vasarhelyi was the last full-
time pastor until his untimely passing in 2015. Mr.
Lehel Deak, Licensed Lay Minister from New York,
would conduct services on major religious holidays
serving Holy Communion. but sadly, he became
hospitalized in serious condition. As of this writing
it has been learned that he is out of a coma but still
has a long road to recovery ahead. Thanks be to God!
Without a spiritual leader to conduct Sunday services
it fell to the consistory members. Thankfully Betty
Chace, Rev. Betty as she is known, led the English
worship services with many sermons supplied by
Rev. Torok. Erika Benedekovich led the Hungarian
services. The consistory, under the leadership of

Tungarian Reformed Chureh
220 Forth Street
FPagsaic New Jersep
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Mr. Imre G. von Balinth, Assistant Chief Elder, tried
in every way to keep the church going. Eventually,
with only 19 members, and property insurance
costs of $42,000 plus other upkeep expenditures,
it was evident that a decision needed to be made
as to the church’s future. In April 2023, a special
congregational meeting was held at which time the
majority voted to close the church. In June 2023, at
a second special congregational meeting attended by
Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai, a secret ballot
vote was taken reaffirming the decision to sell the
church, Calvin Hall and 4-unit apartment building.

Mr. von Balinth worked tirelessly overseeing
the sale and dissolution of the church property. He
spent many hours with lawyers, real estate agents,
county and city officials. He was truly the glue that
kept the church going as long as it did with the
assistance of the consistory. Many thanks go out to the
Sale and Dissolution Committee led by Imre G. von
Balinth with Betty Chace, Beverly Obssuth-church
secretary, Eva Pady-church treasurer, Anne Simon-
organist. Offering their support were other Consistory
members Eugene Obssuth, Frank Sera, Julia Yuhasz,
Richard Yuhasz and Erika Benedekovich.

Rev. Stefan M. Torok, Administrator of the church and
Mpr. Imre G. von Balinth, Assistant Chief Elder
We express our thanks for the dedication of the
former pastors of the church, past and present officers
and consistory members, and last but certainly not
least, the members of the congregation as they bid a
final farewell to their church. May they hold dear the
memories of their spiritual home where God’s word
was preached, sacraments observed, where couples
were bound together in marriage and where so many
bid farewell to loved ones who were called home by
God to their eternal rest. Glory be to God! Soli Deo
Gloria!
Cindy Torok

Rev. Stefan M. Torok conducts the Communion service

and Betty Chace reads the Word of God

8 glyseum and Am:htutﬁ % %
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The Hungarian Reformed Museum and
Archives of Ligonier Are Back!

Bethlen Home of Ligonier, founded in 1921
and situated in the center of Pennsylvania’s mining
regions, has been familiar to me since my first visit
in 2003. My passion of photo-documenting Hungarian
markers (www.magyarnegyed.com) led me there, and
I also interviewed some of the residents, last members
of the immigration wave of the early 1900s. The late
Rev. Imre A. Bertalan was always very helpful, and
I had been aware of their archives as well, which,
however, were in need of some serious clean-up and
organization work, and thus not accessible.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai, indicating that
there were plans to consolidate, contacted me last year
(in 2023) with the request of making a stop in Ligonier
on my annual photo trip. I took several pictures for
him of various rooms housing the scattered material,
and of the neglected collection in disarray.

In my earlier discussions with Rev. Dr. Joseph
Posta (the last curator of the Archives and Museum,
now serving Duquesne and Vintondale), he often
mentioned that I would be the best person to re-create
the space, as it is probably the two of us who have the
most current knowledge about the holdings. I was thus
only little surprised when in March this year, Bishop
Krasznai officially asked me to tidy up the place
this summer, requested so by the current owner, the
Concordia Lutheran Ministries. Under this condition,
our collection would be able to stay at its original
location in the long run.

Continued on Page 8
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Boxes stacked on top of each other, unorganized
materials, furniture, and artifacts in the other large
room that needed to be emptied and cleaned

After driving up from Florida, I received the
keys and started my work on May 23", and I handed
over the re-born exhibition and storage space to
Bishop Krasznai on August 15",

My tasks involved a thorough review of all
office boxes, artifacts, and about two-three tons of
mixed books, crammed in two large and three smaller
rooms, of which only a fraction had been partially
organized. | had to reduce the total volume (and free
up one of the large rooms), organize and group the
printed matter, adjust the furniture to the available
space, to set up and label a shelf system, cover the
walls with framed and other objects, and overall, to
bring an attractive exhibition space into being.

The big roomof the museum and archives befr
Dr. Gergely Toth started the work

On the whole, we have amassed a unique
content over the decades which includes the following
components:

-Record books of both closed and active
Hungarian reformed churches and congregations
from the US, Canada, as well as some other countries,
dating back to the late 1800s. Some of these come
from long forgotten churches such as Rossiter, PA,
Pocahontas, VA, or Chicago South Side. Other related
documents consist of bulletins, ads, jubilee editions,

correspondence, articles, and photographs;

-Copies of 50-100 Hungarian American
newspapers and journals, among them the issues of
the Calvin Synod Herald, Testvériség/Fraternity,
Reformatusok Lapja, or the bound 1903-1905 numbers
of the satirical monthly Dongo, quite a rarity;

-Songbooks, hymnals, prayer books, Bibles,
displaying hand-written notes of their ,,0regamerikas”
(old-timers) owners, and/or stamps of their respective
churches. There are some older Bibles as well, kept in
the glass cabinets;

-About 15 hand-made, large-size flags and
banners of churches and associations, as well as
ribbons and pins;

-Church table clothes and other textiles, some
of them supplied with the maker’s or donor’s name
and date;

-Church service chalices and sacred vessels,
and memorial wall plates featuring the images of
individual churches;

-Historical photographs of church interiors,
exteriors, congregations, festive events, and officials,
both in boxes as well as framed;

-Four intact pastor’s robes, and a dozen
pastoral hats;

-Three special, historical headpieces: a
hat belonging to a former Hungarian-American
association, a conductor’s cap from the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy’s railway system, and a 19"
century high military officer’s hat;

-1 utilized much of the wall surface to
accommodate charters and founding documents of
churches and associations, benefactors’ lists, honors
and servicemen rolls, proclamations, appropriate
paintings and other documents;

-North-American Hungarian pastors’ bequest
or legacy of objects and writings, correspondence,
memorabilia, and awards, incl. the bishops Zoltan
Béky, Lajos Nagy, and Janos Biit0si;

-North-American Hungarian pastors’ own
publications, many of them signed copies;

-Files and documents pertaining to the
operation and residents of the Bethlen Home;

-Editorial material of the Bethlen Naptar/
Almanac;

-Several boxes of old printing plates of
photographs and articles, used for Fraternity/
Testveériség, Bethlen Almanac, and hymnal books;

-Bronze donors’ plaques from the old wings of
the Home;

-Publications relevant to the life, work, and
achievements of the Hungarian-American community
in general;

-Historical audio and video recordings of
sermons and Hungarian radio hours;

-Old dry and wet stamps of congregations and
associations;

-Files and documents of the Hungarian



CALVIN SYNOD HERALD

9

Reformed Federation of America, including members’
records and insurance cards, spanning the entire 20
century;

-Files and documents of the Hungarian
Reformed Church in America and the Calvin Synod;

-Files and documents of the American
Hungarian Federation and other nationwide Hungarian
organizations;

-Items related to the Verhovay Fraternal
Organization (now William Penn Association);

-Documentation and newspaper material on
1956, the 1978 return of the Holy Crown to Hungary,
and the exiled Cardinal Mindszenty;

-Larger size paintings, exhibition banners and
tableaus;

-Some miscellaneous items such as a bust of
Bishop Béky, a hand-crafted replica of the Bethlen
Home, an old Hungarian shepherd cloak from the
Hortobagy, a concert cimbalom, the typewriter of the
First Hungarian Reformed Church of Los Angeles,
the ground breaking shovel of the newest wing of
the Home from 2005, a bingo cylinder from one of
our churches, a decorative grape press donated by
the Dayton, OH church, the catalogue cards of the
Archives’ original library section, large paintings and
murals and an indoor Szekler Gate (székely kapu)
in the hallways, a hand-painted village furniture set
from 1930s Hungary, and a small ,,church corner”
consisting of carved wooden furniture from some of
our closed churches: one pulpit, one Chair of Moses, a
baptismal font, a lectern, complete with hymn boards,
and a raised pulpit.

F ——

BETHLEN GABOR
~ Alap

The beautifully decorated and arranged museum. r

Many items in the collection are fairly fragile
(framed photographs, old record books...); I marked
these with bilingual warning labels. By the entrance, I
posted a bilingual greeting sign, and another with brief
information about the 2024 reorganization project. On
two of the four large windows, I installed temporary
sun protection shields. In addition, due to my own
interest, [ photographed several items in my free time.

As far as the future is concerned, I consider it
crucial to remind our churches and other organizations

that the Museum and Archives of the (Bethlen Home)
Concordia at Bethlen has been reestablished and
ready to welcome contributions again. In case these
institutions have to close, we ask their leaders to
make sure to deposit their archival material as well as
objects and decorations at Ligonier.

Dr. Gergely Toth, Fort Lauderdale/Budapest

The members of the Conference
Council andthe Museum and Archives
Committee of Calvin Synod are truly
grateful to Dr. Gergely Toth for his
dedicated work on this great project!

sincere gratitude to all subscribers
r'supporting us in the past‘yé"r

1.at from January, 2025gt|
rald will be only publlshe :
online on Facebook.

Please follow us on Facebook

Yand.read the most recent church¥

and Synod news, and also otherzs
articles with pictures.

&

‘Again, thank you for your support’
We wish you a Merry and Blessed
Christmas and a Happy New, Yea i

TheMe' bers
WCouncilts
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A vilagossag gyermekei

Lekcid: Ezsaias 9:1-6

Textus: ,, Egykor sotétség voltatok, most
azonban vilagossag vagytok az Urban: éljetek
ugy, mint a vilagossag gyermekei. A vilagossag
gyiimélcse ugyanis csupa josag, igazsag eés
egyenesseg.” (Efézus 5:8-9)

Kedves Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet Gytilekezetei!
Kedves Testvéreim az Ur Jézus Krisztusban!

3 Az életiinkh6z nagyban
hozzétartozik a vildgossag €s a
sOtétség gondolata és ténye.
Sokszor szoktuk a vildgossagot
a joval, a soOtétséget pedig
a rosszal azonositani. A
vilagossag—sotétség az egész
emberis€g  torténetét,  sot
= tdvtorténetet atjarja. Isten a
kezdetben vilagossagot teremtett. Hogy miért? Azért,
mert O a vilagossag forrasa, akiben é€letet kapunk. Ezt
az életet az O Fiaban, Jézusban adJa az emberiségnek.
Ezsaias proféta igy ir errél: , A nép, amely sététségben
Jjar, nagy vilagossagot lat, a homaly foldjén lakokra
vilagossag ragyog... Mert egy gyermek sziiletik
nekiink, fiu adatik nekiink.” (Ezsaias 9:1 és 5) Az
ordog viszont, aki sdtétségben honol, ezt az Isten altal
felkinalt kegyelmet, vildgossagot minden eszkozzel
igyekszik megsemmisiteni. Mindent elkdvet azért,
hogy az emberiség lelki sotétségben maradjon.
Pélapostoligy irerr6l az Efézusi gyiilekezethez
irt levelében: ,, Egykor s()'tétség voltatok, most
azonban vilagossag vagytok az Urban: éljetek ugy,
mint a vilagossag gyermekei. A vilagossag gytimolcse
ugyanis csupa josag, igazsag és egyenesseg.” (Efézus
5:8-9) Az apostol tisztdban van a Jézus nélkiili
¢lettel, ezért irja, hogy ,,egykor sotétség voltatok.”
Sotétségben lenni —lelki értelemben— azt jelenti, hogy
valaki a blinnek és a gonoszagnak €1, és nem ismeri

Istent, nem engedelmeskedik neki. Aki tehat lelki
sotétségben van, az Krisztus és az O Szentlelke nélkiil
¢l. Janos apostol errdl igy ir az evangéliuma elején:
., [Jézusban] élet volt, és az élet volt az emberek
vilagossdga. A vilagossag a sotétségben fénylik, de a
sotéetseg nem fogadta be... Az itélet pedig azt jelenti,
hogy a vilagossag eljott a vilagba, de az emberek
jobban szerették a sotétséget, mint a vilagossagot,
mert a cselekedeteik gonoszak.” (Jn.1:4,5; 3:19)

A kifejezés tehat, hogy ,,sotétségben lenni”,
igaz erre a vilagra. Az 6rdég mindent megtesz, hogy
sOtétségben tartsa az embereket, elvakitva Oket a
gazdagsag, az erkolcstelenség, az igazsagtalansag, a
gytilolet, a hataloméhség utvesztdiben. Ez a realitas.
Az emberi létiink torékeny, sériilt, és joparszor
tapasztaljuk annak so6tét oldalat. Van-e azonban barmi,
ami talragyogja ezt a sotétséget? Van-e barmi, ami a
napjainkba vilagossagot tud hozni, ami szétoszlathatja
a koriilottiink levd sotétséget?

Az egyetlen valasz az, hogy Jézus a vilag
vilagossaga! O az, aki eloszlatja ahomalyt, tulragyogja
a sotetséget, ellizi a banatot, és dicsdsége felragyog.
O azért jott, hogy elhozza a Vilagossagot, az Elet
Vilagossagat! Aki ezt befogadja, annak az életében
megddl a sotétség hatalma, erejét veszti a biin és halal
kegyetlen valosaga. A vele vald kdzosségre teremtetett
ember Krisztus nélkiil kiszolgaltatott a blin és a halal
hatalmanak, de altala a szeretet és az ¢let 6rok forrasa
van mindazok szdmara, akik hisznek Obenne!

Jézus az egyetlen, aki megmenthet minket
a sOtétség és a biin rabsagatol ha hisziink benne.
Obenne teljesedett be és rajta keresztill ragyog at
felénk az Isten irantunk valo végtelen szeretete. o)
az egyetlen Ut az Atyahoz. O az Isten végsé Szava,
Igéje. Szeretetével legydzte a blint és a halalt. ,, 4 haldl
arnyekanak foldjén lakdkra vilagossag ragyog” —irja
Ezsaias proféta. Benne itt van vellink az Elet Istene,
a vilagossag forrasa, €s soha nem hagy el! Jézus
mondja: ,, En vagyok a vilag vzlagossaga aki engem
kovet, nem jar sotétségben, hanem ové lesz az élet
vilagossaga.” (Jn. 8:12) Ez karacsony csodaja é€s titka.
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Jézus mondja:
"En vagyok a vilag vildgossaga”
(In 8,12)

.

Jézus a te és az én életemnek a vilagossaga! Te és
én vagyunk Isten vilagossaganak hordozoi ebben a
blinnel terhelt vilagban.

Persze aki csak egy magatehetetlen kisbabat
lat, vagy egy kivégzett embert a kereszten, az
dobbenten, hitetleniil vagy éppen gunyolddva teheti fel
a kérdést: ,,Hogyan segithetne ez rajtunk?” Megérteni
¢s befogadni csak hit altal lehet, hogy amit Krisztus
érted és értem tett az nem egy szanalmas torténet,
egy véletlen baleset, hanem a Mennyei Atya csodas
és titokzatos tervének beteljesiilése. Ez az a csodas €s
titokzatos terv, amit Ezsaias proféta mar évszazadokkal
a Messias sziletése elott megjovendolt: ,, Mert egy
gyermek sziiletik nekiink, fiu adatik nekiink. Az uralom
az ¢ vallan lesz, és igy fogjak nevezni: Csodalatos
Tandcsos, Erds Isten, Orokkévalé Atya, Békesség
Fe]edelme/” (Ezsaids 9:5) Jézus Krisztusban jott el
hozzéad és hozzam a karacsonyi vilagossag.

Ez a vilagossag legydzhetetlen, de kizarhato.
Annyira szomord, hogy a vilag elutasitja Urat ¢€s
Megvaltojat, mert nem tudja elviselni a vilagossag
jelenlétét.  Elzarkozhatunk —a  Vilagossagtol,
klhagyhatjuk Ot az életiinkbdl, hatat fordithatunk
neki, ugy donthetiink, hogy ottmaradunk a biin
sotétségeben. De most ne igy legyen! Engedd, hogy a
szeretl és irgalmas mennyei Atya gyujtsa fel benned
—a Szentlélek ereje altal- karacsony legyOzhetetlen
fényét, ragyogtassa fel az Elet Vilagossagat,
hogy magaddal vihesd ezt a kiolthatatlan fényt a
hétkdznapokba, igy hordozva Krisztus vilagossagat,
hogy az masok életét is beragyogja. Amen!

Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba

MEqgylcor,
azonban vagytok
elciu

QU

Oriasok vagy saskak?

Képzeljétek el, kedves olvaséim, hogy van
egy fantasztikus kémtorténet a Biblidban — egyébként
elarulom, hogy nagyon szeretem az igazi, megtortént
kémbhistoridkat. Arrél van sz6 a torténetben, hogy
Mozes elkiild tizenkét valogatott harcost Kanadn
foldjének kikémlelésére. NézzEék meg, hogy valdban
Ltejjel és mézzel folyik-e az Igéret Foldje,” ahogyan
azt megigérte Isten? Aztan visszajonnek a férfiak, és
egy eléggé felemds riportot mondanak el a népnek.

Tényleg fantasztikus az a fold, akkora gylimolcsok
teremnek, hogy kétizmos harcos a vallan alig bir cipelni
rudon egyetlen sz6l6fiirtét... De aztdn hozzateszik azt
is, hogy erds, harcedzett nép védi a foldet, és még
oriasok is laknak ott. Aztan a szemléletesség kedvéért
elmondjak: olyannak lattdk Oket ezek az Oriasok,
mint az apré saskakat —¢s raadasul még 6k maguk is
apro rovarnak lattdk magukat ezeknek a htstorony—
harcosoknak a jelenlétében.

,,Hat igy szeret minket Isten?... Ennyire tellett
téle? — teszik fel a kétségbeesett kérdést, mikdzben
hullanak szemiikbdl a csalddottsag keserli konnyei.
Igaz ugyan, hogy van a tizenkét kém kozott két
ferfi —Jozsué és Kaleb— akik mast is hozzatesznek a
rémhirhez. Nem tagadjak —jaj, dehogy tagadjak— az
oriasokat. Csak azt mondjak, hogy Isten segitségével
felfalhatjuk 6ket... mai magyarsaggal: a fél fogunkra
sem elég. Ezen aztdn annyira bevadul a nép, hogy
kovekkel akarjak agyonverni oket. Most akkor mi
van? Ki volt a vak — vagy éppen kik voltak a hazugok?
Azok, akik saskdnak lattdk magukat — mind a tizen?
Vagy az a két fiatalember, akik szerint felfalhatja oket
a zsido sereg?

Van itthon egy par kis tdvcsdvem — vagy
angolosan: binokuldrisom. Tartok egy-kettét a
szobaban, de az autdoban is. Csodalatos szerkezet...
Belenézel, ¢s karnyujtasnyira van a mokus, meg a
madar a messze levo fan... De van egy pici titka ennek
a tdvesonek: a jo végén kell belenézni. Ha a megfeleld
iranybdl tekintesz bele, akkor az dallatkertben a
félelmetes oroszlant is csak akkoranak latod, mint egy
kis cicat. Erdemes mindenkinek egyszer kiprobalni...

Magyarul: minden csak NEZOPONT kérdése.
Folytatds a 12. oldalon
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Gondoljunk csak bele: Jozsué és Kalebnem volt
sem naiv, sem vakmerd, még azt is megkockaztatom,
hogy kijelentem: nem voltak erdsebb harcosok, mint
a tobbiek... talan még nagyon sokkal batrabbak sem.
De valamiben kiilonboztek a tobbitdl: nem felejtették
el az igéretet — hiszen az ,,Igéret Foldjére” késziiltek.
Es ami talan még fontosabb: nem felejtették el
azt sem, hogy KI ADTA ezt az igéretet. Ugyanis
MINDENHATO Istennek hivjak Ot. Marpedig a
,mindenhatdésagban” benne van példaul az oridsok
legy6zése, vagy —kiss¢ koltdibben— az ellenség
»felfalasa” is. Egyszdval: csak a megfeleld végén kell
belekukucskalni a tdvesdbe.

Draga feleségemnek biztos moddszere van
arra nézve, ha reggel dlmosan ugy tamolygok ki a
szobabdl, hogy szinte mindent sotétnek latok... Rossz
az 1d06, kevés pénz van a szamlankon, és egyik-masik
ember egyszertien kibirhatatlan — még a keresztyének
is. Ekkor elhangzik egy mondat: ,,Na, latom, megint
sotét szemiiveget vettél fel.” Es egyre tobbszor
torténik meg az, hogy erre aztan elszégyellem magam.
Megemlékezem Mennyei Atyam josagarol, és arrol,
hogy Jézus Krisztust, a tulajdon Fiat adta értem a
Golgotan. Es arrél is megemlékezem, hogy hanyszor
vitt at haborg6 tengeren, vesz€lyen, betegségen... Meg
arrol is elgondolkodom, hogy milyen hiiséges O?
Akkor mar nem olyan so6tét az ég, meg igaz, hogy ott
vannak még a felhdk, de tudom, hogy mdgottik most
is siit a nap. Es meg abban a ,,bizonyos emberben”
—netan testvérben— is felfedezem Isten arcat. Nem
is beszélve a csekk-konyvemrdl, meg arrdl, hogy
,ha ez a testem romlik is... a belsdm egyre jobban
ujul.” Vagyis: jo iranybol nézek a tavcsébe, meg jo
szemiivegre cseréltem fel a korabbi sotétet.

Draga Testvérem, biztatlak —sajat magammal
egylitt— erre a nézOpontvaltasra, vagy szemiiveg-
cserére.

Nt. Dr. Laszlo Imre
Nyugat-oldali Reformatus Egyhaz,

g
reformatussag altal 1921-ben alapitott;

Ligonier-i Bethlen Otthon
; muzeuma és levéltara

A régi pennsylvaniai banyavidék kozepén
elhelyezked6 Ligonier kisvaros hegyoldaldban
alld Bethlen Otthont mar 2003 6ta ismertem,
els6sorban a magyar emigracid és diaszpora targyi
emlékeit fényképeken megorokitd munkdm (www.
magyarnegyed.com) kapcsan. Tobbszor jartam ott,
legutobb még Nt. ifj. Bertalan Imre igazgatosaga
idején, s tudtam arrdl is, hogy levéltar és mizeum
is miikddik az intézményben, de rendezetlen, nem
latogathat6 allapotban.

Ft. Dr. Krasznai Csaba plispdk ur tavaly, 2023-
ban megkért, hogy az az évi fényképezd utam soran
(eredetileg nem érintettem volna Ligoniert) keressem
fel az Otthont és helyzetfelmérés céljabol készitsek
képeket, mivel megvan a szandék az gylijtemény
rendezésére. Ezt meg is tettem, aldatlan allapotokat
talalva.

A masik nagyteremben az egymasra oOmlesztett
dobozok, rendezetlen anyagok, butorok, targyi emlékek

Ugyanez a nagyterem kipakolva és gyonydriien
kitakaritva Dr. Toth Gergely altal
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Nt. Dr. Posta Jozseffel (Duquesne ¢és
Vintondale lelkésze, a Levéltar és Muzeum volt
kuratora) beszélgetve aztan tOobbszor felmeriilt,
hogy a rendezésre én volnék a legalkalmasabb, mint
az anyagot a jelenleg Omellette leginkabb ismerd
személy, de ennél tovabb a résziinkrél nem jutott
a dolog. Igy hat csak részben lepett meg, amikor
marciusban a piispdk ur felkért a helyszin idén nyari
rendbetételére, amely a feltétele volt annak, hogy az
a kozel-, s reméljiikk a tdvolabbi jovOben is eredeti
helyén maradhasson, a ma mar amerikai tulajdonban
—Concordia Lutheran Ministries— [évd Bethlen Otthon
falain beliil.

Floridabol felutazva majus 23-an vettem at
a kulcsokat és lattam munkéhoz, és augusztus 15-én
adtam 4t az elvégzett munkat Krasznai piispok urnak.

Feladataim kozé tartozott a korabbi két nagy
¢s harom kis helyiségben felhalmozodott, 6mlesztett,
csak részleteiben rendszerezettnek mondhaté anyag
atnézése, az oda nem vald dolgok kiszilirése, az azonos
jellegli targyak rendszerezése és csoportositisa, a
butorzat hozzéigazitisa a rendelkezésre allo hely
méretéhez, ¢és egy nagy helyiségben kiallitotér
kialakitdsa a falak bevonasdval és tartalom szerint
felcimkézett polcrendszer épitésével.

Osszességében egy egyediilallo kollekciorol
beszélhetlink, mely az aldbbiakat tartalmazza:

-(Megsztint, ill. jelenleg is mikodo,
amerikai, kanadai, s néhdny mas orszagbeli)
reformétus templomaink ¢és gyiilekezeteink jegyzo-
¢s pénztarkonyvei (kb. 1900-al kezdddden, olyan
“kuriozumszamba mend”, mar rég megszlnt
templomokt6l is mint Rossiter, Pocahontas, vagy
Chicago South Side), hirdetései, bulletinjei,
jubileumi kiadvanyali, levelezései, egyeb
nyomtatvanyai,fényképei...);

-Amerikai magyar (reformatus ¢és vilagi)
sajtotermékek, koztik a Calvin Synod Herald, a
Testvériség/Fraternity, a Reformdtusok Lapja és
még vagy félszaz mas ujsadg vagy folyoirat szamai,
beleértve néhany ritkasagot is, mint pl. a Dongo6 c.
vicclap 1903-1905 kozotti bekdtott példanyai;

-Enekes- és imakonyvek, bibliak, egyéni
oreg amerikds vagy késobbi eredetili bejegyzésekkel
¢s/vagy az adott templom pecsétjével. Ezen beliil
régebbi biblidk is, melyeket a lezart vitrinben kiilon
helyeztem el;

-Egyhazi ¢és vilagi egyleti zaszlok (14-15 db.
nagymeéretli, komoly kivitelezésli), disz-szalagok,
jelvények;

-Urasztali teriték és egyéb textiliak,
néhanyukban az adott templomra vagy a készitore
vagy adomanyozora utalé himzéssel;

A muzeum és archivum terme az Osszerendezési
munkalatok elott

-Istentiszteleti  kegytargyak, templomi
szentedények, templomok emléktanyérjai stb. a
vitrinekben;

-Régi, torténelmi értékdl, templomi és egyéb
fényképek keret nélkiil, dobozokba rendezve, vagy
bekeretezetten, az egyik raktarszobaban térolva,
komolyabb mennyiségben;

-Négy darab jo6 allapotban fennmaradt lelkészi
palést, ebbdl kettérdl tudjuk, kié volt, valamint egy
tucatnyi lelkészi foveg;

-Héarom diszkalap (egy egyleti diszkalap, egy
XIX. sz.-i monarchiabeli vasutas kalap, és egy régi
(szintén XIX. sz.-1?) katonatiszti kalap, a vitrinben
elhelyezve;

-Templomi ¢és egyesiileti alapitolevelek,
adakozok vagy haborts elesettek névsorai,
nyilatkozatok (proklamaciok), festmények €s egyéb
dokumentumok, melyek zomét a falakon helyeztem
el;

-Eszak-amerikai magyar lelkészeink targyi és
irasos hagyatéka, levelezései, relikviai, kitiintetései,
koztiikk Béky Zoltan, Nagy Lajos vagy Biitosi Janos
plispokoke;

Folytatds a 14. oldalon
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-Eszak-amerikai magyar lelkészeink sajat
miivei-kiadvéanyai, ezek koziil szdmos dedikalt
példany;

-A Bethlen Otthon miikddésének
kiilonb6z6 1doszakokbol;

-A Bethlen Naptar szerkesztési kellékeri;

-A régi kiadvanyok (Fraternity/Testvériség,
Bethlen Naptar, énekeskonyvek) nyomdai kliséinek
sokdoboznyi  készlete, fényképek ¢és cikkek
lenyomatai;

-A Bethlen Otthon iddsek otthona részlegének
régi  szarnyaibdl szadrmazd, dokumentumértékii
adakozo-adoményozo6 réztablak;

-Azamerikaimagyarsagéletére, munkassagara,
teljesitményeire vonatkozé kiadvanyok;

-Hang- ¢és képanyag (régebbi miszaki
szintliek, els6sorban hangszalagok, filmtekercsek,
bakelit lemezek, diaképek), foként prédikaciok, ill.
amerikai magyar radidadasok felvételei), valamint
n¢hany DVD;

-Régi gyiilekezeti és egyleti pecsétek;

-A  Hungarian Reformed Federation of
America/Amerikai Magyar Reformatus Egyesiilet

iratai

vegyes iratanyaga, kozte az Egyesiilet biztositott
anyakonyvei, illetve tagsagi kartotékjai szaz évre
visszamenden, nagyszdmu dobozban, egyediilallo
eszmei értéket képviselve;

-Az egyhaztestek (az Amerikai Magyar
Reformatus Egyhdz és a Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet)
iratanyaga;

-Az  American Hungarian  Federation/
Amerikai Magyar Szovetség €s mas orszagos magyar
szervezetek vegyes iratanyaga;

-A kordbban orszagos halozati Verhovay,
jelenlegi nevén William Penn segélyegyletre
vonatkozo tételek;

-1956-ra vonatkozo6 irat- és Gijsaganyag;

-A Szentkorona 1978-as hazaszallitasaval és az
ez ellen tortént tiltakozassal kapcsolatos ujsagcikkek
¢s iratok;

-Mindszenty  hercegprimasra
konyvek és kiadvanyok;

-Nagyméretli festmények, kiallitasi tablok,
nagyméretli abrak;

-Valamint néhany egyéb jellegli targy: Béky
plispok mellszobra, a Bethlen Otthonnak az egyik
volt lako altal készitett makettje, egy majd 200
éves hortobagyi csikos szilir, egy régi cimbalom,
egy Bocskai-zakd, a Los Angeles-i Els6 Magyar
Reformatus Egyhaz irogépe, a Bethlen Otthon
legtjabb, 2005-ben épiilt szarnya kapavagasi asoja,
egy templomi bing6-sorsold henger, egy (dekoracios
céllal késziilt) szOloprés a daytoni templombol, a
Levéltar korabbi, akkoriban nagyobb terjedelmii
konyvéallomanyanak katalogus-kartyai, nagymeéretii
festmények ¢és egy beltéri székely kapu a folyoson,
egy 1930-as évekbeli, Magyarorszagon késziilt kézzel
festett népi butoregyiittes, egyéb kisebb miitargyak,
¢s egy kis, meglehetésen egységes stilusu, faragott
fa tételeket tartalmazo, de kiilonbozo reformatus
templomokbol szarmazo “templomsarok™: egy
sz0sz€k, egy mozesszek, egy kereszteldedény és egy
pulpitus, énektablakkal kiegésziilve.

.

vonatkozo
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Ahol a targyak torékeny vagy sériilékeny
allapota megkivanta (pl. a régi keretezett fényképek
vagy toredezd papird jegyzOkonyvek esetén), ott
kétnyelvil figyelmeztetd jelzéseket helyeztem el.

Ugyancsak elhelyeztem egy kétnyelvi
idvozlotablat, és a gylijtemény 2024-es rendezésével
kapcsolatos ismertetd tablat.

A terem négy nagyméretli ablakabol kettdt —
ideiglenes megoldasként— napvédd lemezzel lattam
el.

Sajat érdeklédésbol a gylijtemény szdmos
tételét szabadidomben lefényképeztem.

Az egyik legfontosabb feladatunknak azt
tartom, hogy nyomatékosan emlékeztessiik a még
meglévé templomainkat €s mas intézményeinket,
hogy a Bethlen Muzeum és Levéltar talpra allt,
rendezett 4llapotba kertilt, és amennyiben ezen
intézmények bezarnanak, mindenképpen juttassak
el irott és targyi emlékeiket Ligonierba, hiszen
egyébként azok nagy valdsziniiséggel elkallodnak.
Ezt tehat aktivan és rendszeresen “rekldmoznunk”
kell, a tulajdonos Concordia Lutheran Ministries
vezetdségével egyeztetni az anyagleadas hivatalos
lehetdségérdl, illetve ki sziikséges dolgozni annak
gyakorlati médjat.

Dr. Toth Gergely, Fort Lauderdale/Budapest

~ "BETHLEN GABOR
o Alaﬁ

- b 4
ﬂ Alap
Dr. Toth Gergely bemutatja az elkésziilt muzeumot

CALVIN SYNOD
CONFERENCE of the UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Krisztus Egyesiilt Egyhaza — Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai, Bishop
14530 Alexander Road
Walton Hills, Ohio 44146
+1-440-786-7272 ext.13 ¢ calvinsynod1939@gmail.com

A Krisztus Egyeslilt EQyhaza
Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet
neveben
halas szivvel megkbszonjiik

Dr. Toth Gergely

aldozatos és odaadd munkajat,
hogy a ligonieri Bethlen Otthon muzeumaban
a konyveket, hivatalos iratokat, anyakbnyveket,
folydiratokat, magazinokat,

és egyeb dokumentumokat kivalogatta,

rendszerezte és a polcokra elhelyezte.
Tovabba az egyhazi és disztargyak, festmenyek,

butorok, gyljtemények kiallitasat elvégezte.

Isten aldasa legyen életen és tovabbi munkajan!
Krisztusban szeretettel és tisztelettel:

A Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet
Mdazeum és Archivum bizottsag es
az Egyhazkertileti tanacs tagjai
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A Kalvin Krisztus Egyesilt Egyhaz
latogatas

Nagy 6rommel vettiink részt szeptember 29-én
vasarnap Fairfield, Connecticut-ben Nt. Kiraly Tibor
¢s Kiraly-Krasznai Tiinde kisfidnak, Tibor Viktornak a
kereszteldjén. Az Istentisztelet keretében Fotiszteleti
dr. Krasznai Csaba piispok magyarul és Rev. John
Cardamone lelkész angolul mondtak el iizenetiiket a
szUlok és a kozosség szamara. A virdgokkal diszitett
templomban Fétiszteletli dr. Krasznai Csaba piispok
keresztelte és aldotta meg a gyermeket. A Magyar
Mivészetek Iskoldjanak tanuldi gyonyorii orgona
jatékukkal tették még kiilonlegessebbé az alkalmat.
Az linneplést kdvetd ebéd alkalmaval Pataki I1diké a
Magyar Diaszpora Tandcs amerikai regionalis elndke
idvozolte a megjelenteket.

Halasak Vagyunk a kisgyermek életéért, a
lelkészcsaladért és az egylitt toltdtt idoért. Orulunk
hogy kozelebbrdl megismerhettiik a Fairfieldi Kalvin
Krisztus Egyesiilt Egyhaz tagjait.

Isten aldja ¢€letiiket.

Krasznai Beata

— =
Nt. Kiraly Tibor készénti az unneplo gyiilekezetet.
A hétterben Rev. John Cardamone iil.

Ft. dr. Krasznai Csaba /garjdban a megkeresztelt

kisgyermekkel, Kiraly Tibor Viktorral

Balrol-jobbra: Nt. Kiraly Tibor, Kiraly Tibor Viktor,

Kiraly-Krasznai Tiinde-llona, dr. Krasznai Csaba,

Krasznai Beata és Pataki Ildiko Monika, a Magyar
Diaszpora Tandcs amerikai regionalis elnoke

évtizedes tamogatast'

Szeretnénk mindenkit
ta_,ekoztatm, hogy
2025 januarjatol
a Reformatusok Lapja
_(Calvin Synod Herald)
online formaban fog megjelenni
a Facebook-on.

ﬁgyelemmel és olvassak
aktuadlis gyiilekezeti,

e yhazkerulett hireinket;
‘féenyképes cikkeinket:

0szonjiik még egyszer mmden -
edves olvasonk tamogatasat’
N Istent6l gadagon megaldott i
karacsonyt unnepeket és
boldog uJ evet kwanunk' Al

: Aldawskwanassa :
WAZIEgyhazkceriileti -anacs
vezetosegell &
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Calvin Synod Homeland and
Overseas Mission

Mission Coordinator:
Rt. Rev. Peter Pal Bodor, Auxiliary Bishop
19157 NW 23 Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

TRANSYLVANIA

Please support the schools and mission projects
listed below:

a. The School Fund is coordinated by Ms. Gabriella
Nadas.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Szekely Miko Reformed High
School.

c. Szekelyudvarhely: Backarmadasi Kis Gergely
Reformed High School and Roof Fund.

d. Nagyvarad: Charitable and Mission Fund.

e. Kolozsvar Reformed Kollegium.

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollegium.

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformed Kollegium.

h. Support Hungarian students in the Reformed House
of Hope Church of Brasso.

i. Support of the spiritual well-being of Reformed
pastors in the Kiralyhagomelleki Church District.

j. Support of the building and remodeling of
parsonages of the schools in the Kiralyhagomelleki
Church District.

k. Fiiletelke: Financial assistance for Eniké R6zsa who
provides meals for 24 small children. Please write on
the check, in the memo section: Rozsa Eniko.

UKRAINE

a. Support the Good Samaritan Children’s Home and
School in Nagydobrony in their mission work.
b. Support the food pantry named “Crumbs for
Lazarus” to feed the hungry in Csap.
Please send your donations to the
Calvin Synod Treasurer:

My. James D. Ballas, Synod Treasurer
2 Spruce Hill Road, Shelton, CT 06484-4485
Tel: (203) 929-9425

GIVE

AND IT WILL BE

GIVEN TO YOU

KE6:38

-

m-,z LELKIPASZTOROK JELENTKEZESE:

Erdekl6dd lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot
a plispdki irodaval:

Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba G. Krasznai
14530 Alexander Road * Walton Hills, OH
calvinsynod1939@gmail.com
440-786-7272 ext. 13

Kalvin Egyhazkeriilet bel- és kiilmisszio

MISSZIOI KOORDINATOR:
Ft. Bodor Péter Pal
19157 NW 23 Place Pembrooke Pines, FL 33029
Tel: (954) 614-4524

ERDELY

Kérjitk tamogassak az alabbi iskoldakat és misszioi
munkat:

a. Az Erdélyi Iskola Alap koordinatora Nadas
Gabriella.

b. Sepsiszentgyorgy: Székely Mikoé Reformatus
Kollégium

c. Székelyudvarhely: Backamadarasi Kis Gergely
Reformatus Kollégium.

d. Nagyvarad: Szeretetszolgalat és Misszioi Alap.

e. Kolozsvar: Reformatus Iskola.

f. Nagyenyed: Bethlen Gabor Kollégium.

g. Marosvasarhely: Reformatus Kollégium.

h. A Brassoi Reformatus Reménység Haza
Egyhazko6zség magyar didkjainak tdmogatasa.

1. A Kirdlyhagomelléki Reformatus Egyhazkeriilet
lelkészei lelkigondozasanak tamogatasa.

j. A Kiralyhagomelléki Reformatus Egyhazkertlet
¢épiiletei €s parokiai felajitasdnak tamogatasa.

k. Fiiletelke: Rozsa Enikd megsegitésére, aki 24 fiatal
gyermekrdl gondoskodik minden segitség nélkdil.
A csekk memo részébe kérjiik irjak ra Rozsa Enikd
nevet.

KARPATALJA:

a. Nagydobrony: Az Irgalmas Samaritanus Reformatus
Gyermekotthon és iskola timogatast kér.
b. Csap: “Morzsdkat Léazarnak” ingyenkonyha
tamogatasa.
Kérjiik, hogy adomanyaikat az Egyhdazkeriileti
pénztaroshoz kiildjék:
My. James D. Ballas, Synod Treasurer

2 Spruce Hill Road, Shelton, CT 06484-4485
Tel: (203) 929-9425
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Providing life insurance, annuities and
community service since 1892.

GBU Life has been member-owned and member-driven since 1892. As a
not-for-profit life insurance and annuity company, we emphasize value and
values. Our members can realize their financial protection goals and give
back to people and causes that matter most to them.

READY TO FIND OUT MORE? CONTACT ONE OF YOUR LOCAL GBU DISTRICT 3000
REPRESENTATIVES:

Pennsylvania
Leah Grabiak Teahl  412-884-9824

Ohio
Mark Sowick 330-323-5386

GBU Life is the marketing name for GBU Financial Life (GBU), Pittsburgh, PA. Life insurance underwritten and
annuities offered by GBU. GBU is not affiliated with this organization.

GBU-CSH-AD-0124

4254 Saw Mill Run Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15227
412-884-5100 800-765-4428 sales@gbu.org
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Concordia at Bethlen

Has You Covered

Outstanding senior living and in-home care in Ligonier, Pennsylvania

?;-/;%///r 4 " -
75

Whether you're looking for a senior living community, rehabilitation, home health or hospice services
in your own home, Concordia at Bethlen and Concordia Home Health and Hospice of Bethlen can
help. As a part of Concordia Lutheran Ministries, one of the largest nonprofit senior providers in the
country, we are proud of our dedication to our faith-based mission, great staff and wide variety of
caregiving options - call us today to explore the possibilities.

At Concordia at Bethlen: Concordia Home Health and Hospice of
* Retirement living cottages Bethlen:
* Personal care » Skilled nursing care
* Short-term rehabilitation * Physical, occupational and speech therapy
* Long-term nursing care « Palliative care
Set up a personal tour or learn more at * RN and LPN hospice nursing care
724-238-6711. * Spiritual care
* And more

Learn more at 724-238-2613.

Concordia
at Bethlen

We put our Faith in Caring

<

|

www.ConcordiaBethlen.org
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Sharing our Fraternal Spirit throughout the year

Join Hands Day

Feed Your Community

Holiday Baskets Program

Frontline
VWorkers
Qutreach

Easter Baskets Program

Join Hands Against Hunger

WILLIAM PENN
ASSOCIATION

Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
(412) 231-2979 ® www.wpalife.org

Follow us on @ @ @WPALife




